[Studies of the cellular immune response in patients with urinary bladder carcinoma. X. Evaluation of serum IAP and ASP levels].
Serum levels of immunosuppressive acidic protein (IAP) and acid soluble glycoprotein (ASP) were measured in 48 patients with urinary bladder carcinoma and 51 control subjects. Both IAP and ASP levels were significantly higher in the patients than in the control subjects, and the increase of these two serum substances seemed to be closely related to grading and staging of urinary bladder carcinoma. In many patients, serum IAP and ASP levels decreased after resection of tumors. There was an inverse correlation between IAP or ASP level and phytohemagglutinin (PHA)-induced lymphocyte blastogenesis (stimulation index, SI). This suggested an immunosuppressive effect of these serum factors. After chemotherapy of urinary bladder carcinoma, both IAP and ASP levels would decrease. It is suggested that serum IAP and ASP levels could be good indicators for evaluating the effect of chemotherapy.